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Foreword by the
Secretary-General,

Ministry of Tourism, Arts and Culture

With utmost gratitude, | extend my highest
appreciation to all parties for their concerted efforts
in formulating the Malaysia’s Intangible Cultural
Heritage Safeguarding Plan 2026-2030. This
document marks a significant milestone in the
nation'’s commitment to safeguarding, elevating,
and transmitting our cultural treasures to future
generations. Malaysia's intangible cultural heritage,
encompassing the arts, traditions, language, and
customs, constitutes a vital identity that shapes the
character of our nation. The values embodied within
must be preserved so that they continue to thrive,
remain relevant, and benefit society as a whole.

The Ministry of Tourism, Arts and Culture (MOTAC)
believes that heritage is not merely a relic of the
past, but a strategic asset that plays a crucial role
in strengthening the nation's socio-economic
development through cultural tourism, education,
and international diplomacy. This Plan has been
crafted as a comprehensive guide to integrate the
nation’s heritage into a more inclusive, sustainable,
and balanced framework of national development.
In line with the Malaysia MADANI framework which
anchored on the values of justice, compassion,
respect, and sustainability, this Plan reaffirms
MOTAC’s commitment to ensuring that the
safeguarding and conservation of heritage continue
to serve as catalysts for national progress and the
well-being of the people.

The publication of the Malaysia’s Intangible
Cultural Heritage Safeguarding Plan 2026-2030
is also aligned with the implementation of the
National Cultural Policy (DAKEN), specifically at
Core One - Culture of High Values, Core Three -
Safeguarding and Conservation of Cultural
Heritage, and Core Seven — Cultural Excellence.
It is my hope that this Plan will serve as a
shared guide for all stakeholders, including
heritage safeguarding communities, artists,
non-governmental  organizations, academic
institutions, and the private sector. Let us work
hand in hand to ensure that every element
of our heritage not only endures as a mere
symbol, but continues to live as a meaningful
practice closely connected to the community.
With the implementation of this Plan, it is my
sincere wish that Malaysia will emerge as
a model nation capable of balancing the currents
of modern development with the sustainability of
its cultural heritage - thereby strengthening
national identity and elevating the nation’s
image on the international stage.

Thank you.

YBhg. Dato’ Shaharuddin bin lbu Schot

Secretary-General
Ministry of Tourism, Arts and Culture
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Foreword by the

Director General / Commissioner of Heritage,
Department of National Heritage
Ministry of Tourism, Arts and Culture

The Malaysia’s Intangible Cultural Heritage
Safeguarding Plan 2026-2030 has been
developed as a national reference document
outlining policy recommendations and strategic
directions for the sustainability of the nation’s
cultural heritage. This Plan is not merely a
document, but a collective commitment that
encapsulates the hopes and aspirations of all
Malaysians.

Intangible  Cultural Heritage reflects the
expressions, values, and diversity of society.
Success in its protection cannot be achieved
without the active participation of communities,
as they are the custodians, inheritors, and driving
force behind this cultural legacy. Accordingly,
the Department of National Heritage (JWN)
will continue to strengthen community-based
approaches while leveraging academic expertise,
digital technology, and collaborative networks
at both national and international levels.
With the cooperation of government agencies,
non-governmental organizations, the private
sector, educational institutions, and UNESCO,
we are confident that these efforts will be further
strengthened and more comprehensive.

JWN is also committed to expanding heritage
mapping initiatives, public education programmes,
documentation efforts, and youth training so that
this heritage is not only recognized but practiced as
part of everyday life. It is JWN's aspiration that every
Malaysian will feel proud of and responsible for their
own cultural heritage, and embrace it as a source of
inspiration for innovation and the well-being of
society. May this Plan serve as a catalyst for a
broader national movement to protect, revitalise,
and elevate Malaysia’s Intangible Cultural Heritage
to the global stage.

Thank you.

Mohamad Muda bin Bahadin

Director-General /

Commissioner of Heritage
Department of National Heritage
Ministry of Tourism, Arts and Culture








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































